What can you do

Do not feed your pets outside, or if
you must, feed them outside during
the day, and take food and water
bowls inside during the night.

Keep garbage in sturdy garbage
cans with secure lids.

Rinse cans and bottles before you
store them for recycling.

Keep your compost pile fenced from
animals, or use a closed compost
container.

Do not leave food out for animals.

Do not feed animals by hand or try to

lure them into your house or yard.

Harvest your fruit trees when the fruit
ripens and remove any fruit that falls

on the ground.

If bears or other potentially
dangerous animals appear
remove bird feeders and other
sources of food until they leave.
Bears love sunflower seeds
and suet and will come right

up to your house to get

them. They also love to i
¢

clean your dirty barbecue
grill for you.

E Birdfeeders should be scrubbed clean at
least once a week and disinfected with a
ten-percent solution of bleach water.
Allow the feeder to air dry before refilling
it with seed. Clean and disinfect bird
baths in a similar fashion.

Note: For an in-depth look at the problems
associated with feeding wildlife read

Feeding Wildlife...Just Say No! a Wildlife
Management Institute (WMI) publication

available through their website at
www.wildlifemanagementinstitute.org
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There has been a huge growth in the
number of people who, in addition to feeding
birds, also directly or indirectly feed deer,
bear and other animals around their homes
and cabins. Feeding of wildlife places wildlife
at risk and puts them on a collision course
with humans. Help keep wildlife from coming
into conflict with people because when that
happens, everyone loses.

www.fwp.state.mt.us
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