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RE: Verbal Public Comment Related to Water and Sanitation Information for Blue Creek Major 

Subdivision 
 
This is a summary of all of the public comment received related to water and sanitation information that must 
be provided to the developer. The developer then must provide these comments to DEQ for their review of 
the subdivision in accordance with 76-3-604(7), MCA and Condition #8 of the conditional preliminary 
approval for Blue Creek Major Subdivision. 
 
Comment Summary from July 23, 2024 public hearing: 
 
Comments at the July 23, 2024 public hearing state that the well log information that was provided is not 
accurate to the actual conditions related to water availability in this area. 
 
Alicia Welcher – Noted that the well log for her property (GWIC Id: 257791) is from 2010 and sites 20 
gpm over 1 hour and that is not currently what she receives. 
 
Kalvin Ratzlaff – Stated his well only receives 1 gpm. The well log reports 5 gpm of 1 hour and was 
completed on August 17, 2020. 
 
Comments from November 19, 2024 and November 26, 2024 public hearings: 
 
John Trochmann – Provided a sketch showing his identified locations of groundwater. The method used was 
“witching”. Concerned that not all lots will have access to the groundwater that he has identified. (See 
attachment below) 
 
Robert Sinclair – Our 1200-gallon cistern on the neighboring property ran dry that is supplied by his well. 
Concerned with the validity of the well and groundwater data within the application. Does not believe the 
well logs from GWIC accurately represent groundwater availability in this area. 
 
Kalvin Ratzlaff – Concerned with the water available for his well. Can you guarantee that my well will not 
run dry from 9 new wells from this subdivision? How do I get a new well if this subdivision causes my well 
to go dry? 
 
Greg Hinkle – Believes that the 9 new wells would have an impact on the wells that are upgradient from this 
subdivision. 
 
Robert Sinclair – Concerned that the 9 new wells will take water from and deplete his upgradient well. 
 
Alicia Welcher – Stated that one of the well logs that claims 20 gallons per minute went dry last year and had 
to drill a new well with a cistern to supplement a low-yield well on that property. 
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Tom Armstrong – Concerned about his water. He’s at 4 gallons per minute now and very concerned that these 
new wells in this subdivision will have a negative impact on his well. 
 
Alicia Welcher – Mother lives across the highway from the subject property and is concerned that this 
subdivision will negatively impact her mother's property related to groundwater availability. 
 
Kalvin Ratzlaff – Provided a well log and a well pump test report. The well log (GWIC Id: 287054) from 
2016 shows 10 gallons per minute and the pump test from 2020 shows 1.1 gallons per minute. Wants more 
well testing in the area to ensure there isn’t water depletion that will impact the surrounding properties. (see 
attached well log and well pump test) 










