Eurasian Watermilfoil / Curlyleaf Pondweed Research
and Implementation Project Environmental Assessment

Decision Notice

Montana Department of Agriculture
July 19, 2010

Proposed Action

The Montana Department of Agriculture, through its Noxious Weed Trust Fund Grant
Program, is proposing to fund a dye and herbicide research trial and implementation
project on Eurasian watermilfoil and Curlyleaf pondweed in Noxon Rapids Reservoir and
Cabinet Gorge Reservoirs in Sanders County, Montana. The Project has been
proposed by the Eurasian Watermilfoil Task Force (EWMTF), Sanders County Weed
District and Avista Utilities to continue to study the feasibility of using herbicides as a
management tool for controlling aquatic weeds in Noxon Rapids and Cabinet Gorge
Reservoirs as part of an Integrated Weed Management approach. The proposed action
alternative would allow Avista Utilities, the Sanders County Weed District, and the
EWMTF to continue with herbicide research within Noxon Rapids Reservoir and
consequently, implement operational herbicide weed control as a portion of an
integrated weed management approach within both Noxon Rapids and Cabinet Gorge
Reservoirs. The proposed research, implementation and maintenance would occur over
the next ten years. Research within Noxon Rapids Reservoir is proposed to continue
during the summer of 2010, and research could potentially be required during the
summer of 2011. Implementation of herbicide freatments within known Eurasian
watermilfoil (EWM) and/or Curleyleaf pondweed (CLP) beds would occur within the three
to four years following the completion of research. The Sanders County Weed District
and the EWMTF received a Montana Noxious Weed Trust Fund Grant from the Montana
Department of Agriculture and a Montana Department of Natural & Resources
Conservation Reclamation and Development Grant to conduct a dye and herbicide
treatment plot study.

This research project follows up on a similar project conducted in 2009 and is designed
to determine the concentration and plot size required to effectively remove the
infestation with herbicides. The necessary funds have been granted to the applicants to
conduct dye studies to determine the potential behavior of applied herbicides and to
treat the research plots with herbicides. The project site is located on Noxon Rapids and
Cabinet Gorge Reservoirs, which are part of the Clark Fork River watershed.

Public Involvement Process and Comments

Public input regarding the proposed alternatives was encouraged through the public
scoping process and public comment regarding the draft Environmental Assessment
(EA). The official scoping comment period occurred from February 16, 2010 through
March 22, 2010. Two public scoping meetings were held on March 11, 2010 in
Thompson Falls and Noxon, MT. A total of 59 comment forms and letters were received
during the public scoping periods. The comments were used to direct the EA process in
alternative development and analyzing the effects of the alternatives.



The draft Environmental Assessment for the proposed research project was completed
and made available for public review on May 28, 2010. Public notice of availability of this
EA was provided by direct mailing to the project mailing list, a notice in the Sanders
County Ledger and Missoulian, a posting on the Sanders County, Montana Department
of = Agriculture and Noxon Cabinet Shoreline Coaliton web sites at
sanderscounty.mt.gov, agr.mt.gov and ncshorelines.com, respectively. Copies of the EA
were made available to the public at the Sanders County Extension office and Montana
Department of Agriculture. The public notice period began May 29, 2009 and continued
for fourteen (14) days following the posting on the Sanders County website. Comments
were accepted until 5 PM on June 16, 2010.

Three comment letters were received during the comment period. Copies of the
comment letters and responses are attached.

Final Environmental Assessment

Modifications to the draft Environmental Assessment will not be necessary based on the
public comment as the public comments were adequately addressed within this
document and its attachments. The draft Environmental Assessment along with this
decision notice will serve as the final document for this proposal.

Decision

Based on the Environmental Assessment, public comment, and the need to research
methods to control and eradicate Eurasian watermilfoil and Curlyleaf pondweed from
Montana waterways, it is my decision to proceed with the proposed research and
implementation project. | find there to be no significant impacts on the human and
physical environments associated with this project. Therefore, | conclude that an
Environmenta! Impact Statement is not required.

Signature

M, \&(ﬂr Cnea N /9, 2010
Gregory H. Ames ﬂ / Dag d
Administrator
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